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What happens in Teton Valley, 
stays in Teton Valley. 

Economically speaking, it could 
be a good policy and with the vast 
acreages of agricultural lands in the 
valley declared a part of the local 
heritage by the Comprehensive Plan, 
food might be a good place to start. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor, if just half of the employed 
population in the U.S. spent $50 
every month with their local 

businesses, they would generate 
more than $42.6 billion in local 
revenue. Other sources put the figure 
of the return per dollar to the local 
community from purchases made 
at locally owned establishments 
at anywhere from 50 percent to 
89 percent. Also, when potential 
customers in a community buy 
something from somewhere else 
whether it is over the Internet or 
at the bigger city nearby their own 
community has lost the economic 
power of their own members as 

consumers or spenders. It’s a retail 
gap, according to Gabe Preston, the 
RPI consultant who has written an 
economic development strategy.  

The loss or the gain can happen 
with food, too.

Tanya Anderson made local foods 
one of the trademarks of Forage and 
Lounge, the restaurant in Driggs she 
opened five years ago. Years of living in 
the valley and developing connections, 
friendships, and a knowledge of what 
her neighbors did helped turn her 
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Tanner Street runs down the field and scores a touchdown during the Teton High School football home opener Friday, Aug. 31 in Driggs. 
Teton defeated Jackson 37-14. 

Teton trounces Jackson

Bridget Ryder
TVN staff

The county will once again debate 
the virtues of allowing a commercial 
helicopter-skiing operation out of 
Teton Springs in Victor at a pubic 
hearing before the Board of County 
Commissioners on September 13. 

The operation was allowed 
provisionally last year, but Teton 
Springs is now looking for a change 
in its developer’s agreement in order 
to continue using the helipad for the 
commercial operations indefinitely.  

High Mountain Heli Skiing would be 
able to fly 14 one-way flights a day for 
40 days out of the neighborhood from 
December 25 to April 1.

The helicopter flights have been 
a source of controversy since their 
inception. 

According to the staff report and 
public comments made to the county, 
the City of Victor and some residents 
favor the heli-skiing operation. Other 
residents want to see the operation 
shut down out of concern for the 
noise, fumes, and a bald eagle nest.

According to the county staff 

report, last season’s snow conditions 
made for significantly fewer flights 
than the temporary use permit 
allowed, making it a poor test year for 
the effects of the flights on the area. 
But Pamela Carter, a Teton Springs 
resident, experienced enough noise 
and fumes to set her against having 
the business in her neighborhood. She 
and her husband Lucien have owned 
a home in the subdivision since 2009. 
A few of Carter’s neighbors have 
registered similar complaints with the 
county. 
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Running 
slow
A quest for 
1000 marathons
Bridget Ryder
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Hajime Nishi plans to live to be a 
centenarian, but he’s pacing himself 
to get there—through 1,000 different 
marathons, that is. The Grand Teton 
Races last weekend, makes number 621, 
but he’s not in any hurry.

After having made the Guinness Book 
of World Records in 1997 for  “The 
fastest time to run a marathon on each 
of seven continents” (a category his feat 
created) and then getting a nod from 
the Wall Street Journal as “One of the 
Most Accomplished Runners,” he had 
a change of heart. Now the more than 
fit 61-year-old tries to beat the clock in 
another way. Mostly he just ignores it.  

“Sometimes people are saying, are 
you running backward?” he said the day 
before the race.

If he runs backward, it would be in 
order to take a snap shot of a flower or 
pick up a piece of trash he saw lying 
along the race course.

“We need to consider our lifestyle 
fundamentally,” Nishi said. 

The roots of Nishi’s unique running 
style go back thirty years, when his wife 
died of cancer at the age of 38 leaving 
him the single father of three small 
children. It was 1990 and Nishi was 
41 years old. 

“At that time, I was very confused,” 
he said. “My business was good but my 
heart was empty.”

He had a successful enterprise going 
in bringing the latest American movies 
to Japan. Every two weeks he would 
fly to California, watch the newest 
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blockbusters, write a review for his 
magazine, and then return to Japan 
with a license to import the films. He 
also started to visit the Esalen Institute 
in Big Sur, Calif., a retreat center for 
alternative education. He realized 
that the knowledge he had acquired 
as a graphic designer, architect, and 
businessman didn’t reach the level he 
needed. 

“I wanted something concrete,” he 
said. “I didn’t know nothing about my 
life or the meaning of my life.”

His visits to Esalen started him on a 
spiritual quest.  At about the same time, 
he read an article about the Honolulu 
Marathon in a Japanese magazine and 
decided to go. After that he just kept 
running.

“I found it a recovery from the saddest thing in my 
life,” he said.

The two new strains of his life—spiritual discovery and 
physical exercise—came together in 1995 when he had 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to run in a relay in the 
Navajo Tribal Park. The race consisted of a 25-mile course 
that runners had to complete twice. Any runner lapped by 
the leader was disqualified from running the second round. 
This was Nishi’s second visit to the place he calls one of 
the most spiritual spots in America, but this time, Nishi 
learned to see beyond the finish line and the stopwatch. 

The amount of money raised for the Navajo people in 
the form of entry fees and tee shirt sales astonished Nishi, 
as did the hospitality of his hosts. However, something else 
also caught his eye—all the trash lying on the ground in a 
holy land. So he stuffed his hip pack with trash bags and 
also took pictures of the piles of trash he collected. While 
he was preoccupied with trash, the first runner lapped him. 
But that day, Nishi won joy.

He has never run for time since then. 
It’s 9 a.m. on race day. The marathon 

officially started an hour ago. Nishi 
jogs down to base camp, a lone runner 
separated from the pack.

“Did you start at 5:30?” Damien 
Stoy one of the race organizers from 
Dreamchasers in Driggs asked Nishi.

“Ya,” he replied only slightly out of 
breath as he browses the snack table, “I 
like to have time to take a picture.”

He is smiling and has the look about 
him of being refreshed by the mountain 
air. He finished the race in 10 hours, five 
minutes and 24 seconds.  

“A respectable time for such a 
challenging course especially when 
stopping to smell the roses pretty often,” 

said Stoy. 
 “Reebok says ‘Life is short play hard.’ Nishi explained.  

“My idea is ‘Life is long, enjoy it.”  
Instead of narrowing his vision toward the finish line 

and creating a visual channel of speed for his feet, he uses 
running to expand his mind.

“I enjoy myself with an open mind,” he said. 
But, Nishi’s vision goes beyond finding happiness in 

his personal life. He wants to leave a footprint of peace 
and beauty for the future generations that will reside on 
his “home called planet earth.”

“Running is so simple,” he said. “All you need is fresh 
air and clean water to enjoy running and nature. This is 
the fundamental problem of our civilization under the 
name of progress.” 

The damage that fast paced, driven, modern lifestyles 
do to the earth concerns him. That’s why he doesn’t play 
golf, for example. He thinks about the chemicals that go 
into creating the better-than-real-life grass on a course in a 
Utah desert as well as the petroleum required to drive the 

world’s golfers through numerous sets of eighteen holes.
But he also recognizes that even running can have a 

negative environmental impact. 
He recalled running a marathon in Antarctica. The 

course took runners over moss—perhaps common almost 
everywhere else, but precious and rare in the frozen 
environment. Nishi ran around the spots of green. 

He practices his philosophy in a marathon he organizes 
in Tokyo. 

Called Zero Emission and Slow Runner-Friendly 
ECOMARATHON INBA, 100 percent of the entry 
fees go to relief for people suffering from Japan’s latest 
earthquake. Nishi also has his own set of rules: anyone 
who arrives at the race in a car is disqualified and so is 
the first one to cross the finish line. All competitors carry 
bags to pick up trash and no paper cups are provided or 
allowed, all runners must either bring a water bottle or a 
camel back to refill at the water stations. A smile will give 
a runner a competitive edge. Awards are also given out for 
the largest amounts of trash collected. Runners may start 
at any time they want in order to finish the race by the 
end time. The 150 runners in the inaugural event in 2011 
picked up approximately 75 pounds of trash and raised 
1,700,000 Japanese yen for earthquake victims.

It’s about the joy of being, according to Nishi.
“Enjoy that you are your own jewel and nobody should 

compare themselves with another jewel.”
TVN en Español
Hajime Nishi de Japón estableció un récord mundial como el 
primer hombre en correr una maratón en cada uno de los siete 
continentes en tan sólo siete meses. Ahora está realizando una 
meta nueva—correr 1,000 maratones distintos. Su participación 
en el Grand Teton Races el sábado pasado marcó maratón 621. 
Pero él tiene su propio filosofía como un corredor. No corre para 
ser primero sino para ser ultimo. Empecé el maratón sábado a 
las 5:30 a.m. para que tuviera tiempo para tomar fotos sin apuro. 

“Reebok dice ‘la vida es corta juega con fuerza’, pero yo digo ‘la 
vida es larga disfrute de ella.’

According to the staff report, while 
some residents were disturbed by the noise, 
others were not bothered at all.

Residents have also complained that 
the helicopter strayed from its designated 
course. The Carters called the county on 
February 3 and subsequently sent an email.

“The pilot made an attempt to approach 
in accordance with the approved flight 
path, but did not achieve this,” Carter 
stated in an email. “He flew along the 
ridge of the mountains and dropped in to 
our community prematurely, toward the 
heli-pad, at an angle that is not consistent 
with the approved flight plan. The two 
departures that we have witnessed so far 
this morning, were flown radically off the 
approved flight path.”

A few more residents sent complaints 
over the same issue to the county that day.

According to the flight log, it was the first 
day of actual flying. The county contacted 
the operator and, as far they knew, the 
problem was taken care of.

“Staff called the operator and he radioed 
the pilot, who was new to this operation 
area and corrective measures were made. 
This day’s flights were not on the approved 

flight path and the County definitely heard 
about it. Deviations such as this one to the 
west of the approved flight path were not 
reported again,” the staff report said.

The course is of special concern because 
a pair of bald eagles have perched their nest 
in a pine tree just a quarter of a mile from 
the designated flight path.

According to an April 3 letter from 
David Kampwerth, a field supervisor for 
the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, 
the nest has been active for three years but 
unsuccessful in the two years prior to 2012. 
The letter also stated that the flights posed 
a low risk to the nest and that it appeared 
that the eagles had become accustomed to 
human disturbances. The letter stated that 
the nest was currently occupied and that 
eggs were being incubated.

However, in an August 27 email to the 
county, Tom P. Bassista, environmental staff 
biologist for IDFG, said that the agency had 
concerns about the flight path’s proximity 
to the nest. He also communicated that he 
would not be able to send in comments by 
the August 31 deadline, but would submit 
them at a later date.

Bald Eagles are protected under the 

Federal Bald and Golden Eagle Protection 
Act.

As part of the review process Teton 
Springs was required to conduct an 
independent survey of its residents. 
According to the county’s website, “of the 
surveys received, 118 were in favor of the 
heli-skiing operation, 43 were opposed, and 
58 took a neutral position.”

The Carters, however, found the survey 
vague.

“Recently, we received a survey from 
Grand Teton Property Management that 
asked one question and was extremely vague 
in definition. The question was more or 
less; do you approve or disapprove of a 
heli operation?” they responded in another 
email to the county.

The staff report notes that Teton Springs 
earned $28,000 through last year’s heli ski 
operation and that other businesses from 
restaurants to a drift boat company to a 
small steelworks company had also reported 
a windfall.

According to its website, the company 
has an office in Jackson. Wyo., but its main 
base of operations is at Teton Springs Lodge 
and Spa in Victor, Idaho. High Mountain 

Heli-Skiing has been in operation since 
1974.

The Master Plan for Teton Springs 
included the helipad but with the use 
restricted to “alternative transportation” 
and “emergency uses.”

That same night the county will 
consider the vacation of Mountain Legends 
Subdivision and a height variance for a 
concrete plant for Burns Holdings LLC.
TVN en Español
El condado debatirá una vez más las virtudes 
de permitir una operación comercial de heliski 
(esquiar de un helicóptero) en Teton Springs. 
La operación, High Mountain Heli-Ski podría 
hacer hasta 14 vuelos para 40 días desde el día 
25 de Diciembre hasta el día 1 de Abril. El año 
pasado, Teton Springs tuvo permiso temporal 
para los vuelos desde su plataforma de aterri-
zaje, pero ahora busca un cambio del acuerdo 
del desarrollador para que la operación pueda 
seguir indefinitivo. Unos residentes y la ciudad 
de Víctor están en favor de la operación por los 
beneficios que llevan al valle. Pero, hay residen-
tes que están en contra la permisión por el ruido 
y la proximidad de un nido de águilas calvas.
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 Hajime Nishi

onto the idea of tapping into the new food 
trend and basing her menu around locally 
produced items, she said. But she sees the 
economic impact, too.

“You buy meat from the farm down the 
street and then they come to your restaurant 
and they bring their friends. Then their 
friends come because they know it’s there,” 
she said.

Anderson gets many of her products 
from Snowdrift Farms as well as HD Dunn 
and Sons Ranch and the Teton Waters 
Ranch. 

But other food operations in the valley 
are looking for more local customers as well 
as trying to overcome challenges inherent 
to both the national food system and Teton 
Valley’s geography.

Cosmic Apple Gardens in Victor runs its 
operation primarily by selling Community 
Supported Agriculture Shares. Customers 
pay in advance for sixteen weeks of organic 
vegetables, providing the farm with literal 
seed money to then produce its crops, Thus 
all of the consumers dollars go directly back 
to the farm. 

According to co-owner and operator, 
Dale Restuccia the farm has sold 
approximately 160 shares this year, but its 
goal is always 200.

Also, few restaurants in Teton Valley 

have as local a menu as Forage. 
Buying from a large distributor such 

as Sysco ensures the needed food every 
week, all in one, easy-to-manage account. 
Anderson admits that she may be more 
flexible than most restaurants in tweaking 
the menu when Snowdrift is low on a 
certain vegetable. She also initially feared 
the accounting complexity of having several 
different accounts. However, it has proven 
less complicated than she expected. 

The circumstances point to both 
challenges and potential. 

It would be hard for an organic farm to 
stock the shelves of Broulim’s, according 
to Ted Wells, owner of Alpen Glow Farms, 
one the first organic farms in the valley 
who sells his produce mostly to restaurants 
and grocery stores in Jackson, Wyo. Wells 
himself is careful about what restaurants 
he works with and what he puts out to the 
food service market.

Other possibilities also remain untried, 
according to Sue Muncaster, founder of 
Slow Foods in the Tetons, a chapter of the 
a national movement that advocates using 
locally grown foods. 

“I think that if schools and hospitals 
were buying local food, they are a business 
large enough to make an economic dent in 
somebody’s life,” she said. 

The Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture is also pushing the state’s 
products through programs such as Idaho 
Preferred and Farm to School. However, 
Teton Valley School District has yet to buy 
the required fruits and vegetables from the 
farms in the area whose products don’t enter 
the commodity market, all of which are 
organic. The problem is the value added 
price tag of organic produce reaches beyond 
the budget of the Teton School District’s 
food service program according to its 
director, Kathy Rowbury. 

But it doesn’t have to be organic.
 “If organic produce is too expensive, 

perhaps the school can work with other local 
farmers who do not have the added cost of 
organic certification and therefore might 
be able to sell their products for a lower 
cost.  This is a great example of why there 
must be two-way communication between 
the school and interested farmers early in 
the Farm to School process,” Leah Clark, 
Idaho Preferred Program Manager for the 
Idaho State Department of Agriculture said. 

While produce can be sold directly off 
the farm, other products, such as meats 
first have to leave the valley for processing, 
before being sold. Teton Waters Ranch sells 
its meat at Barrels and Bins, but its not the 
best business.

“We sell our beef in Teton Valley, for 
lower prices than we sell it for elsewhere, 
but it costs us more to distribute our beef in 
Teton Valley than any other market we’re 
in, including New York City. That is crazy 
to me, but that’s the way the food system 
is set up,” Jeff Russell, owner and rancher 
of Teton Waters Ranch said.

Local is his ideal, but then he encounters 
reality. The ranch has had to move some of 
their processing and distribution to Denver. 
The bigger scale market gets the job done 
for much lower costs and, according to 
Russell’s research, actually impacts the 
environment less.

 “One of the things that was important 
to us was also looking at the environmental 
implications of this decision.  What we 
learned was that our carbon footprint 
was much less moving these pieces from 
Idaho to Colorado,” Russell said, “It is a 
discouraging conclusion that is a reflection 
of the realities of our food system.”

Overcoming the challenges requires 
an organized effort, according to Preston. 
who also grew up on an organic farm in 
Colorado and lived through the challenges.

“The big challenge is getting organized 
and developing an advocacy program,” he 
said.




